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Dr Fabian Graham is an alumni of Fitzwilliam College, 
Cambridge. He joined the Religion and Globalisation re-
search cluster at the Asia Research Institute, National Uni-
versity of Singapore in December 2018 and left in December 
2022. He holds a PhD in Social Anthropology from the 
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) at the Uni-
versity of London, and two master’s degrees, one in ‘Taiwan 
Studies’ from National Chengchi University in Taipei and 
the second in ‘Social Anthropological Analysis’ from the 
University of Cambridge. 
 
Previously a research fellow at the Max Planck Institute for 
the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity in Germany, 
based on research in Singapore, Malaysia and Taiwan, his 
first monograph 'Voices from the Underworld: Hell deity 
worship in contemporary Singapore and Malaysia' was pub-
lished by Manchester University Press in 2020, an updated 
paperback edition retitled 'Chinese religion in contemporary 
Singapore, Malaysia and Taiwan' was released in 2022.  
 
He is currently working on a new manuscript, 'Money God 
temples in Taiwan'. 
 
Adopting a participatory approach to fieldwork where possi-
ble, his research interests include the anthropology of Chi-
nese religion; spirit possession; temple ritual and material 
culture; the invention, inversion and reinterpretation of tradi-
tion; visual anthropology; and new ethnographic, narrational 
and analytical approaches to the study of religious phenome-
na. 
 
Abstract: 
The presentation will introduce current religious trends and 
practices in Taiwan. Richly illustrated with videos and pho-
tographs, topics will include temple parades, temple festivals, 
divination, spirit possession and 'lingji' mediumship in con-
text of local variations of Chinese religion in Taiwan. Tai-
wan's Money God temples will then be discussed in relation 
to gods, luck, fate and free will. Lastly, key texts on all the 
subjects will be briefly introduced, and time permitting, there 
will be a question and answer session at the end. 


