
 

 

Oddelek za etnologijo in kulturno antropologijo, Filozofska fakulteta, Univerza v Ljubljani 

vabi na sklop predavanj: 

 

Prof. Alejandra Roca, Univerza v Buenos Airesu 

 
Opening the Black Box: Laboratory Ethnography and Biopolitics  

Torek, 19. 5. 2026, ob 11.20, predavalnica P3, Zavetiška 5 
 

This lecture proposes an anthropological approach to New Reproductive Technologies (NRTs), 
shifting the focus from biological phenomena toward the construction of science as a cultural 
process. What happens when anthropology enters the embryology laboratory? In this session, 
we aim to 'open the black box' of scientific practice to examine how medical facts are stabilized 
and how notions of kinship and personhood are reconfigured in the biotechnological era. Drawing 
from ethnographic fieldwork in fertility clinics, we will discuss the transition from experimentation 
to clinical routine and the role of biopolitics in the commodification of life. Through the lens of 
'Symmetrical Anthropology' and Actor-Network Theory, we will explore the embryo not as a pre-
existing natural datum, but as a technoscientific artifact—a hybrid—emerging from a complex 
web of laboratory practices, legal regulations, and narratives of salvation. This is an invitation to 
reflect on the methodological and theoretical challenges of researching the boundaries between 
nature and society in modernity. 
 

Beyond the Lab: Participatory Methodologies in Trans Health 
Sreda, 20. 5. 2026, ob 9:40, predavalnica P4, Zavetiška 5 

 
This second session delves into the methodological challenges of Participatory Action Research 
(PAR) applied to trans and travesti health. We will analyze the construction of health indicators 
from a knowledge co-production perspective, discussing how anthropology can contribute to 
epistemic justice and the design of public policies grounded in territorial realities. In this lecture, 
we will present the findings of a collaborative project aimed at making the health trajectories of 
trans communities visible. We will reflect on the researcher's role in contexts of vulnerability and 
the importance of transforming academic data into a tool for political advocacy 
 

Predavanja so tudi del dejavnosti 
Centra za transdisciplinarne raziskave Latinske Amerike MAPU 

 
   


